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Kids Play ð thatõs 
what they do  
 
Anyone who has 
raised a child or 
watched a child or 
remembers being a 
child knows that 
children PLAY.  

 
Thatõs also how they 
learn  

 
 



òPlay for grown 
people is 
recreation ð the 
renewal of life; 
for children it 
is growth ð the 
gaining of life.ó   

 

Joseph Lee, Father of the  

Playground Movement  
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Human Brain Development  
Synapse Formation Dependent on Early Experiences  
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Barriers to Social Mobility Emerge  
at a Very Young Age  
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Å Some 46% of Americaõs 
kindergarteners are coming 
to school at risk for failure, 
according to the U.S. 
Department of Education.   

Å The poorest children start 
school 1 - 2 years behind  

Å60%- 70%- 90% 

}Source: Promoting Universal Access to High 
Quality Early Education for Three and Four Year 
Olds, Urahn , 2008  
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Harvard 40-year Study shows: 

Investing $1 in a childôs success early on  

saves $17 down the road for a child already living in 

poverty.   (vs. $1-$8.74)  



}Studies show early learning 
influences long - term success  
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GbSp88PBe9E
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GbSp88PBe9E


United Way Success By 6 

*SOURCE: 1 ïInd.gov 2010. 

About 82% of all Hoosiers in prison are high school dropouts. It 
cost about $45,000 a year to house a prisoner. In comparison, 
a year of high - quality preschool costs about $6,800. 1 

 

The National Institute For Early Education Research's annual reports 

shows that Indiana is one of 8 without a state-funded pre-K program. 

 

State education officials said they are in favor of a comprehensive 

pre-K program, but with cuts already being made to education, they 

said there's simply no room in the budget 

 

Compare this to our neighbors: 

 Å Tennessee budgets $83 million 

 Å Georgia budgets $337 million 

 Å Florida budgets $356 million 

 
 

State of Indiana Statistics  



Å NWI estimated populations: Porter: 154,961, LaPorte: 
101,585, Lake 484,563  

¶Porter: 6.1% or 9,378 are children age 5 and under  

¶LaPorte: 7.4% or 8,181 are children age 5 and under  

¶Lake: 8.2% or 39,734 are children age 5 and under  
 

Å 60% of those children attend a childcare program on a 
regular basis  

Å State of Indiana: Only 37,479 Children in the State can get 
CCDF Vouchers.  Currently, there are another 14,000 on a 
waiting list.  

Å In NWI: 489 Licensed Centers, 2,758 Licensed Home Care, 
491 Registered Ministries, 298 Exempt Centers, 676 
Exempt Homes  
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Lessons Learned 

from Research  

Å Invest in quality 
Å Involve parents 
Å Start early 
Å Reach at-risk 

population 
Å Teach cognitive 

and non-
cognitive skills 
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When children use concrete 
objects in dramatic ways, 
they are getting ready to 
read and write.   
 
They understand that the 
written symbols on paper 
carry meaning ð even if 
they canõt read yet. 



Children need to feel 
successful in 
negotiating the 
environment.   

 

òLearning how to take 
turns, negotiate, think 
creatively and problem 
solve are just some of 
the skills children learn 
through play,ó Arne 
Duncan , U.S. Secretary 
of Education  


